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Chicago, South Shore and South Bend Railroad  Car  #351 

 

Builder :  Pullman  Car & Manufacturing Co. 

 

Date :  17 January 1927 

 

Lot # :  4939 

 

Group #:   4 

 

Type :  Parlor ð Observation ð Buffet  

 

Modifications :  Converted to a Coach by Chicago , South Shore and South Bend 

Railroad ( South Shore Line ); Converted to a Combination Coach -Baggage-Caboose 

by Canada & Gulf Terminal (C&GT); Trucks scrapped by Norbert Bouffard, Rebuts 

de Matane , Inc.  (RdeM); Converted to a house by Louis Ouellet, St. Rene, PQ  

 

Condition:   Stripped Car Converted to a Home  

 

Out -of -Service :  South Shore Line  ð 1945; C&GT  ð circa 1978 

 

Provenance :  South Shore Line ; C&GT; RdeM; Louis Ouelle t  

 

Purchased :  26 January 1987  

 

Price :  $31,500 

 

Removal :  From St. Rene, PQ:  2 October 1992 

 

First Arrived at Atlanta, Indiana , 10 November 1992; removed to 515 Sheridan , 

October 2011 

 

Status:   On Hand  

 

Replacement trucks  purchased from Kettle Moraine Railway, North Lake, 

Wisconsin, 28 October 2001  

 

Truck parts purchased from Southeastern Railway Museum, Duluth, Georgia,  1 

November 2018  

 

Status:   On Hand  

 

Intended Use:   Restore as car #351, circa March 193 1 
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Justification:   The South Shore Line operated segregated limited trains from 1927 

until  1933.  The deluxe cars for white patrons were referred to as òspecialó cars.  

Car #351 is the last of the South Shore Line òspecialó cars. 

 

A Brief History of Jim Crow Laws as Applied to Transportation  ð The First 

Causes of òSeparate and Anything but Equaló 

 

Jim  Crow laws , that body of law that segregated the races  in the southern states , 

were first applied to transportation facilities .  And t he first attempts to overturn 

Jim Crow laws were directed at the railroads that offered accommodations that 

were certainly separate, but rarely if ever equal.  Plessy v. Ferguson (163 U.S. 537, 

1896)1 is not the seminal case as two cases had come before, but separate but equal 

as found constitutional in Plessy was not overturned  until  nearly sixty years later in 

Brown v. The Board of Education  (347 U.S. 483, 1954).2 

 

The Louisiana statute at issue in Plessy stated òthat all railroad companies carrying 

passengers in their coaches in this state, shall provide eq ual but separate 

accommodations for the white, and colored, races by providing two or more 

passenger coaches for each passenger train, or by dividing the passenger coaches by 

a partition to secure separate accommodationsé.  No person or persons shall be 

permitted to occupy seats, other than the ones assigned to them, on account of the 

race they belong to.ó 

 

In his dissent, Justice Harlan wrote, òthe arbitrary separation of citizens, on the 

basis of raceéis a badge of servitude wholly inconsistent with the civil freedom and 

the equality before the law established by the Constitution.  It cannot be justified on 

any legal groun ds.  éThe thin disguise of ôequalõ accommodations for passengers in 

railroad coaches will not mislead anyone, nor atone for the wrong th is day done.ó 

 

An exception to the law was carved out for street railroads.  But as similar statutes 

fanned out across the American South, the southern interurbans and street 

railroads were not exempt from Jim Crow .  By statute, the motor coach successors 

to the electric railways famously moved African Americans to the back of the bus.  

Even at the time that Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat in Montgomery, 

Alabama, on 1 December 1955, segregation stubbornly persisted on public transit.  

Another year wo uld pass before the Supreme Court summarily affirmed the  district 

court ruling in Browder v. Gayle  (142 F.Supp. 707, 1956) that found bus segregation 

to be unconstitutional.  

 

 

 

 
1 Chemerinsky, p 772 
2 Chemerinsky, p 776 
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Understanding Northern Jim Crow  ð The Difficult ies Presented  when 

There Were No Signs, but There Were Customs and Statutes  

 

Northern Jim Crow was a real problem.  In the South there were signs "White" and 

"Colored.ó  It was explicit as to where you belonged and where you did not.  In the 

North, there were no signs.  The Red Summer in Chicago in 1919 was a result of 

northern bigotry and the lack of signs.  The sad end to Eugene Williams's life on 27 

July sparked a horri ble riot just because the poor kid did not know where the 

"colored" beach ended and the "white" beach began.  

 

There were no signs at the 29th Street beach.  When Williams drifted over the 

invisible line, he was stoned and drowned.  The resulting rioting ki lled another 38 

people ð 23 Blacks and 15 Whites.  Another 537 people were injured.  Damage to 

property left about 2,000 homeless, most of them African Americans. 3  

 

Northern Jim Crow got statute s with the decision in Corrigan v. Buckley  (271 U.S. 

323, 1926).4  Corrigan  involv ed land covenants in Washington, D.C. .  The Court 

found that the discriminatory racial deed covenants in the District of Columbia  

were not  unconstitutional.   And w ith that, racial covenant s restricting the sale of 

real estate  spread across the North .  There were still no signs, but there were 

enforceable covenants separating the races.  The new deed restrictions 

discriminated against African  Americans  to be sure, but often against Jews and 

Catholics as well.    

 

In Indiana, where the Klan was powerful even after the murder conviction of Grand 

Dragon D.C. Stephenson in 1925, socially acceptable meant Northern Jim Crow.   In 

keeping with social custom in Klan -controlled Porter County,  Fredõk H. Bartlett 

Realty Co.õs subdivisions had racial covenants :  you had to prove that you were a 

Caucasian to buy lots in Beverly Shores  when it was subdivided in 1927 , one year 

after Corrigan .  òCatholics, Jews, and Negroesó were barred from purchasing lots at 

Bartlettõs subdivisions along the Lake Michigan shoreline. 

 

 
3 Packard, p 144-5 
4 Northern Jim Crow flourished after the US Supreme Court found racial covenants to be constitutional under the 

decision in Corrigan v. Buckley, (271 U.S. 323, 1926).  One year later, FredΩk H. Bartlett Realty Co. plat of Lake Shore 
included covenants that required land buyers to prove that they were Caucasian. 
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The deed to the 
Armco-Ferro Steel 
IƻǳǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ CǊŜŘΩƪ 
H. Bartlett Realty 
Company, 24 
August 1944.  The 
racial covenants 
are at paragraph 
E.  
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The impact of the decision in Corrigan  was less about absolute separation of the 

races and more about creating wealthy white enclaves in the manner that Beverly 

Shores was envisioned.   Northern Jim Crow on the South Shore Line had the same 

effect ð clientele who could afford a parlor car chair  were ensured that they would 

not have to sit by an African American.  The White folk whose economic standing in 

life did not allow the small luxury of privacy on board the parlor cars had to suffer 

the indignity of sitting with whomever chose to do so. 

 

           
 
Racial divisions and Klan-control in Indiana on display at the Porter County Fair, Valparaiso.  Klansmen 
are seen directing traffic there, circa 1926.  Although waning in stature after the murder trial of Indiana 
Grand Dragon D.C. Stephenson at Noblesville in 1925, the Ku Klux Klan was powerful in Indiana politics 
for decades. 

 

The Insull Group aided Bartlett in the sale of lots at Beverly Shores by providing 

stations at Bartlettõs subdivisions and free promotions in the South Shore Lines 

ridersõ newsletters.  On board the South Shore Line trains , the Insull Group 

advertised their parlor and dining car services as " ...an environment like that of 

one's favorite club or hotel ."  Yes, to a black man in the 1920s, that language is a 

sign of Nor thern Jim Crow.   Club membership s and overnight hotel 

accommodations for Blacks in the United States were not available until the 

passage of the civil rights acts of the 1960s.  

 

Racial discrimination by private actors was not unconstitutional in America until 

the Supreme Court decision in Heart of Atlanta Motel v. United States  (379 U.S. 
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241, 1964).  In Heart of Atlanta  Motel , the court found that under the authority of 

the Commer ce Clause, Congress has ample power to regulate private behavior  by 

legislating against moral wrongs , and that the passage of Title II of the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964 was constitutional. 5  No such protections existed in the brief period that 

the South Shore Line operated segregated services.  From 1927 until 1933, the only 

way an African American could be on a South Shore Line parlor car was if he 

worked there.  

 

The parlor -observation -buff et cars were staffed by l ight -skinned black  men.  But 

while African  Americans could work the parlor cars, they  could not ride in them.   

Imagine the awkward moment whe n a light -skinned black porter de nied a black 

customer a chair in the parlor car.   Although the segregation of transportation in 

the South was defined by Jim Crow laws, in the North, segregation was enforced by 

social custom.  

 

This discussion is not an attempt to posit  Samuel Insull as a bigot; none of Insullõs 

biographers tar him with that label.  But  Insullõs biographers do paint him as a 

shrewd businessman who stuck with what was socially acceptable , here, Northern 

Jim Crow and the separation of the races . 

 

The Current Status of Museum Inte rpretation of Jim Crow 

Accommodations on the Railroads  

 

Although the first Jim Crow statutes were related to railroad transportation 

facilities, few Jim Crow railroad cars are preserved  and interpreted in the United 

States.  Segregated railroad cars were known in the railroad field as Plessy Cars.   

 

Notable examples of Plessy Cars are on exhibit at the Smithsonianõs National 

Museum of African American History and Culture ; another is at the North Carolina 

Railroad Museum , a state-owned historic site in Spencer operated by the North 

Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources ; a third is at the Georgia 

State Railroad Museum, a city -owned site listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places; and a fourth  car is at th e nonprofit Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Museum in 

Baltimore, Maryland .  At Virginia City, Montana, a Western Plessy car segregating 

Native Americans from Whites is rotting away with little local knowledge of its 

significance.  All  these cars are separate compartment cars having white and 

colored seating in a single car.  There are no known government  or private railroad 

museums interpreting train service with separate cars for whites and African 

Americans.  

 

As the story of Jim Crow is of national historical  significance, and the interpretation 

of racism on transportation in the North has not been done by any agency, public or 

private,  preserving parlor -observation -buffet car #351  as part of a Northern Jim 

 
5 Chemerinsky, p 176-7 
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Crow train would add to the  significant  story of  racism in the North.   A description 

of the South Shore Line segregated parlor car service and how it  can be recreated 

for interpretation is discussed below. 

 

South Shore Line Segregated Parlor Car Services  

 

There were two variations of parlor car  segregated services on the South Shore Line 

ð parlor -observation -buffet car service and parlor -observation car service operated 

in conjunction with the dining car service.  There were four  parlor  cars owned by 

the South Shore Line ð two parlor -observation -buffet c ars, #351 & 352 , and two 

òshortó parlor-observation cars that were used with the dining cars, #353 & 354.   

 

From photographic evidence, a  typical eastbound train with a parlor -observation -

buffet car would have included two coaches as the train departed Randolph Street 

Station in Chicago.  Most often, the coaches w ere box smokers either with bucket or 

walk -over seats.  One coach was normally cut at Michigan City, and one coach and 

the parlor -observation -buffet car continu ed to South Bend.  The pr ocess would 

normally reverse for westbound trains with one coach and the parlor -observation -

buffet departing South Bend  and a second coach added at Michigan City.    

 

A notable exception to this operating pattern were found in the timetables from 

April 1927  until September of 1928 and again in 1929 from April until June  ð one 

eastbound morning departure had a coach -baggage car.  In the spring and summer 

of 1927, it was the 11:59 am departure from Randolph Street Station in Chicago.  

After that, the 10:00 am departure of the Duneland Limited carried the coach -

baggage car.  Curiously, there were no westbound parlor car trains scheduled to 

carry a coach-baggage car. 

 

To interpret how a òNorthern Jim Crowó train with segregated equipment would 

function, two coach es with box smokers should be trained  with the parlor -

observation -buffet  car.  This arrangement would show the differences in car 

accommodations that were  exclusive for  òwhites onlyó and those cars where all races 

would be accommodated.  Demonstration trai n operations will require  a third  coach 

with a box smoker as an operating spare car to  maintain good service .  Adding a  

coach-baggage car would  simulate the limited  train s that  carried scheduled coach-

baggage cars eastbound. 

 



 8 

              -

  
 
tǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭέ {ƻǳǘƘ {ƘƻǊŜ [ƛƴŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƭƻǊ-observation-buffet cars.  An all-
white clientele served by a light-skinned black man played into typical 1920s racial stereotyping to be 
sure.  But on the South Shore Line this image also played into the racial divisions prevalent in Indiana.  
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άΧAn environment like that of ƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ Ŏƭǳō ƻǊ ƘƻǘŜƭΦέ  Parlor-Observation-Buffet car #351, January 
1927.6 

 
6 South Shore Line public timetables, 1927-1931. 


